
We are at the end of 
another year.  Last 
year at this time, we 
had some issues 
that we needed to 
clear up.  
 
First, AB1634 was 
hanging over our 
heads.  With the 
help of the entire 
dog community, 
AB1634 was put to 
rest.  Hopefully, it 
taught us to be pro-
active in dog legisla-
tion.  
 
Second, We were 
waiting for our 501c 
status.  That came 
through and IRS 

made it retroactive 
back to when it was 
originally filed.  
 
Thanks to our mem-
bers, the second an-
nual Gold Rush Clus-
ter was a success.  
Letõs make this next 
yearõs even better.  
 
Given the state of 
the economic cli-
mate, it looked like 
our class numbers 
would be very low.  I 
think that we did 
very well with the 
classes and the 
number of dogs that 
came for the much 
needed training.  
 

A  word  from  Bruce é. 

From the EditorFrom the EditorFrom the Editor   
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T his is the last issue of 2008, so I 
am requesting feedback.   Have 
you enjoyed the layouts, articles, 
cartoons, photos?  What other 
types of information would you 
like put into the Howler each 
month?  The òDog of the Monthó 
ran out of dogs to spotlight, but we 
may be able to bring that back into 
the Howler as new puppies come 

into our lives.   
Iõd like to start a òMember Spot-
lightó column and have members 
write a little about themselves, how 
they got into dogs, why they picked 
the breed(s) they have or have had, 
and things such as that.  Or even 
having one member interview an-
other member?   

Continued on next page é.   
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We started out 2008 
with a new account-
ing system in place.  
This was done so that 
there is accountabil-
ity for our finances.  
Now when our offi-
cers and board 
change, our account-
ing procedure does-
nõt, giving us the ac-
countability that any 
well run organization 
needs.  
 
I think we accom-

plished a lot in 2008.  

Hope everyone had a 

great year and look-

ing forward to 2009.  

Bruce  
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The January meeting 

is our Annual 

Meeting, where 

voting of the Board 

of Officers and 

Directors will occur.  

Please plan to 

attend.  

  

  

 .
 

Trial, High Combined and Best 

Junior Showman, were shared.  

They are etched plexiglass wind-

chimes.  For the Groups, the 

Group name will be etched, along 

with STKC, and the date of the 

win.  The other awards will have 

just the name of the award on it. 

If you havenõt already signed up 

for the Holiday Dinner/Party, 

please do so before December 5th.  

The menu items to select from are 

Prime Rib, Chicken or Tortellini.  

It is free for members, and $28 for 

guests.  Weõll also have Enter-

tainment by Gritz, and the tradi-

tional holiday gift exchange.    

Please plan on attending and 

spending some time with your 

Club members and friends. 

From the EditorFrom the EditorFrom the Editor   

November Meeting HighlightsNovember Meeting Highlights  
JoAnn Gritz is now our new 
Chairman for the Canine Ambas-
sador Program.  At the November 
meeting, she gave the following 
report: 
 
In October I visited 2 kindergar-
ten and 1 first grade classes at  
Sonora Elementary School. On the 
first visit   the students watched an  
AKC video on dog safety and then 
we discussed what to do in various  
situations. They learned to "stand 
like a tree" if a loose dog/s ap-
proaches them, put their hands in 
their pockets, don't stare at the  
dog/s, toss a hat or something to 
distract the dog/s, don't run, and 
get help from an adult. We also 
discussed how to greet a dog. 
 
On the next visit I took Sunshine. 
The students practiced greeting  

her by first asking permission to 
pet her and then letting her smell  
their fist and petting her on her 
chest. I showed them how to 
brush her  coat, check her nails, 
look for scratches, and brush her 
teeth. 
 
Finally,  Sunshine did a few tricks 
and showed the students good  
canine manners. 
 
All in all the students are more 
aware of dog care and safety. I  
have 3 classes scheduled in Febru-
ary. 
 

The Big Show report was pre-

sented by Cherie since Linda and 

Bruce were away at the Aussie 

Nationals.  The trophies for 

Group 1st placements, High in 

In the Member interview, some of 
the questions could be:   
 

{ how old were you when you got 
your first dog?  

 

{ Do you remember his/her 
name? 

 

{ Where did you get your first 
dog?  

 

{ What sex and breed was it? 
 

{ If you entered competitions with 
your dog, what type, when and 
where?   

 

{ What do you feel was/is your 
greatest accomplishment with 
dogs, or a specific dog? 

 
 

{ Would you get the same breed of dog 
again?  Same sex?  Why or why not? 

 

{ And any other specific questions that 
anyone feels like asking.  

 
We could have members email other mem-
bers with questions that they wish to have 
answered and then the Spotlight Member 
could email them to the Howler Editor.   
Of course, this is all just suggestions.  
 
As you can tell, Iõm starting to run out of 
creative ideas for things to include in the 
monthly newsletter.  I do want to thank 
those members who have sent me photos, 
web links, articles, etc. since they have 
made the job as Editor of the Howler a lit-
tle bit easier.  Thank you, 
 
Linda  

We could 
have mem-
bers email 

other mem-
bers with 
questions 
that they 

wish to have  
answered 
hukº5.  

Continued from Page 1é.  
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If your pooch is slapping on the pounds and look-
ing full in the face then a trip to your local wood 
might now be an even better idea. 

The Forestry Commission has linked up with the 
Kennel Club to unveil the first ever dog actvity trail 
in any of its UK woodlands in 200 -heactare (500 
acre) Coatham Wood, near Long Newton, Teesside. 

With pipes, tunnels, posts, beams, steps and hur-
dles located along a one mile trail, it has been de-
signed by agility experts to offer dogs of all sizes a 
stimulating challenge thatõs sure to get tails wag-
ging.  The project could also herald similar facilities 
being installed elsewhere in woods across the na-
tion.   

According to a survey published by the Peopleõs 
Dispensary for Sick Animals (PDSA), the obesity 
epidemic amongst humans is being mirrored by 
similar flabbiness in pets, too often left to dream 
about walkies by owners rooted to the sofa.  

The charity analyzed the weight of 4,000 dogs 
across the UK, reporting that some of the fattest 
were in north -east England, where 28% of dogs 
were overweight.   The new trail aims to get both 
man and beast on track to better health and will 
also develop better training and control of dogs.  

Paddy Harrop, Chief Recreation Manager for Eng-
land with the Forestry Commission, explained:  

òMany woodland users are dog walkers, so we 
may be pushing at an open door with this innova-
tive activity trail.   The health benefits are not just 
restricted to the pet, but owners too, who also need 
regular exercise to keep mind and body together. 
We have worked closely with the Kennel Club in 
recent years to make woods more friendly to re-

sponsible dog owners and this latest project is one 
exciting result of this partnership.ó 

Coatham Wood was acquired by the Forestry Com-
mission in 1999 and since then 500,000 trees have 
been planted in a project with the Tees Forest to 
create a vibrant community beauty spot on ex-
agricultural land.    

Caroline Kisko, spokesperson for the Kennel Club 
said, òAlongside walking, there are many ways 
that owners can stay fit with their dogs and this 
activity trail is just a taster of what agility is like, one 
of the many Kennel Club activities that owners and their 
dogs can enjoy. The beauty of this trail is that it can 
be enjoyed by all dog owners and all dogs ð large 
or small ð and we hope to work with the Forestry 
Commission to see similar trails set up, across the 
country.ó 

About one third of people who visit woods are dog 
walkers. Three years ago the Forestry Commission 
sealed an agreement with the Kennel Club to make 
its 202,000 hectares (500,000 acres) of woodland  in 
England as canine-friendly as possible for dog 
walkers.  Similar agreements have been signed in 
recent years with mountain biking and horse riding 
organizations, resulting in better access and facili-
ties. The new agility trail at Coatham will also be 
used by the Forestry Commission to promote its 
Walkies in the Woods campaign and  Active 
Woods health push. 

First Dog Activity Trail Unveiled in England 

Thank you to Cherie for 
giving me the link for 

this article  
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JoAnn explains brushing your dogôs teeth Here we go!!  Brush, brush, brush 

Here Sunshine shows the girl how to meet a strange dog 
JoAnn is explaining about safety around dogs 

Sunshine seems to be really listening! 
Sunshine and her ñstudentsò 
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JoAnn and Sunshine visited Sonora Elementary School in October and here are some photos from that visit.  
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