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President½s Message 
Our classes have once again 
started after a break for the 
summer.   
 
We are doing well at reaching 
out to the local community 
and providing affordable, 
quality dog training.   
 
In 2009, we had over 150 stu-
dents come through our 
classes (all classes).  This is a 
lot of dogs trained!!!  Thanks 
to the instructors, helpers, 
and others who assisted in 
every way.    
 
We are already receiving 
phone calls and emails asking 
about the January classes.   
 
If you get contacted,  please 
have the person at least fill 
out and send in an applica-
tion.  That will ensure them a 

spot in the classes, since this 
session filled up, and we had 
to turn 4 or so away.   
 
Linda and myself are out of 
town at the Aussie National 
Specialty in Colorado, but we 
heard that we had a great 
turnout of members to assist 
at the Responsible Dog Own-
ers Day.  Too bad that there 
wasnôt more of a turn out from 
the general public.   But, there 
was lots of conflicting events 
going on that weekend.    
 
Plans are already being made 
for the 2010 RDO Day.   
 
Until next month (from lovely 
Colorado),  
 

Bruce 
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September Meeting Highlights 
dinners.  We did 

receive a flyer 

from the fair-

grounds and Jan 

will contact them 

to find out who 

the caterer is.   

There was also a 

nominating commit-

tee formed and they 

will be providing 

their nominations 

for the Board of Di-

rectors for the next 

year.   

There was discus-

sion about the 

2009 Holiday 

party.  Leslie will 

be contacting the 

new restaurant, 

Jebõs, to see if 

they have holiday 
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Next Meeting --  

October 19,  2009  

Location -  

Humane Society of 

Tuolumne County, 

Conference Room  

10040 Victoria Way, 

Jamestown 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

    1 2 3 

4 5 6Agility Class #5 7 Class #5 8 9 10 

11 12 13Agility Class #6 14Class #6 15 16 17 

18 19 20Agility Class #7 21Class #7 22 23 24 

25 26 27Agility  

              Graduation 
28Graduation!  29 30 31 

October 2009  
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We have 

trained  

over 100  

Canine  

Good Citizen  

  students in 

2009.   

Rally classes going out 

and competing and get-

ting titles on their dogs.  

Many of the puppy 

graduates continue on 

with Canine Good Citi-

zen, Rally or agility.   

All in all, we are doing a 

good job in educating the 

general dog owner.   
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Gold Rush Cluster as the clubs 

that they wish to have their Spe-

cialty and Supported Entries at.   

On Friday, that will be the Spe-

cialty day.  Saturday will be the 

supported entry.  They are also 

planning on looking into having a 

catered banquet again, like they 

did last year.   

STKC will be responsible for 

contracting for the golf carts 

and the Security guards.   

Yosemite Kennel Club will be 

having a Exhibitor appreciation 

Dinner on Friday night.  

The applications for both 

Clubs for Obedience, Rally 

and Conformation have been 

sent  by AKC.   
 

The judgesõ panels have been 

worked up and submitted to 

AKC.  There will be some fi-

nal tweaking going on as 

Judges remember that they 

had a previous assignment, or 

they are approved for addi-

tional breeds. 

Once again the Bouvier des 

Flandres Club of Northern 

California has chosen our 

Class Info  
Agility classes have 

started up again with a 

good turnout in the Beg-

ging classes.  Mary Bar-

rett and Cherie have 

been teaching that class.  

We also have an Inter-

mediate class being held.   

Puppy and Rally classes 

are also doing well, with 

lots of people in the 

We started our final series 

of classes for 2009.  We 

have had approximately 

100 students take our 

CGC classes this year 

This multiplied by the num-

ber of years we have been 

doing the classes, equals a 

lot of dogs trained in Tuo-

lumne County and other 

surrounding areas.   

Merced, here 

we come! 

  GOLD RUSH CLUSTER» - April 8 -11,2010  
Less than Seven Months to ñSHOW TIMEò 



Alcoholic beverages:  Besides intoxicating your dog, 
alcohol can cause liver issues, neurological problems, 
seizures, coma and death. It isn't funny or cute to let 
your dog drink a few laps of booze. Just like you would 
do with a child, keep alcoholic beverages out of a dog's 
"reach." 
 
Apple seeds:  Apples themselves make a healthy treat, 
but the seeds contain cyanide, so pitch the core. 
 
Avocados:  The American Animal Hospital Association 
mentions avocados as being toxic, although there is 
research indicating that these toxins are limited to the 
leaves and pits of Guatemalan avocados.  
 
Caffeine:  Coffee, tea and some colas can cause in-
creased breathing, bleeding and heart arrhythmias. In 
large amounts, it will kill your dog. 
 
Chocolate:  This is also extremely dangerous, attacking 
the gastrointestinal and neurological systems. Choco-
late poisoning is caused by an adverse 
 
 reaction to the alkaloid theobromine. Keep the Hallow-
een and Easter goodies away from your dog. 
 
Fatty foods:  Don't turn your dog into a junk-food 
junkie! If it isn't good for you, why would you give it to 
your best friend? Large amounts of fatty foods can 
cause pancreatitis. 
 
Fruit pits and pear pips:  Like apple seeds, these also 
contain cyanide. 
 
Garlic:  In large amounts, garlic can make a dog ane-
mic. 
 
Grapes and raisins:  These can cause organ failure. 
Dogs have been known to choke on grapes. 
 
Hops:  Like to brew your own beer? Keep your dog 
away from the hops. A dog with hop poisoning may 
pant heavily, experience seizures and die. 
 
Macadamia nuts:  Symptoms from eating macadamia 
nuts include severe abdominal pain and neurological 
issues. 
 
Moldy foods:  Certainly you wouldn't give these to a 
dog on purpose, but a crafty canine will discover a way 
into your trash. We found this out the hard way when 

one of our Mastiffs got into a trash bag that my husband for-
got to take to the outdoor trash can. Cleaning up after a 170-
pound vomiting dog in the middle of the night is not some-
thing I'd like to do again! 
 
Mustard seeds:  Gastroenteritis is usually the result for a dog 
who eats a large amount of these. 
 
Nutmeg:  This spice is not so nice for a dog. Ingestion can 
lead to tremors, seizures and death. 
 
Onions and onion powder:  Like garlic, onions can cause 
anemia in dogs. 
 
Potato and tomato leaves and stems:  Your dog may get 
serious stomach issues from eating the green parts of pota-
toes and tomatoes. 
 
Rhubarb leaves:  These are particularly dangerous, causing 
organ failure. 
 
Salt:  Excessive salt intake leads to salt toxicity, which in dogs 
leads to swelling and fluid retention in the brain. The dog may 
experience seizures, coma and death. If you make home-
made playdough for your kids, keep the dog away, as most 
recipes call for a lot of salt. 
 
Xylitol:  Ingesting this artificial sweetener will trigger a spike 
in insulin, leading to a dramatic drop in blood sugar, which 
will throw your dog into shock and liver failure. Watch out for 
candy containing this product. 
 
Yeast dough:  If your dog eats raw dough, it will expand in 
your dog's stomach just like it would in an oven. Also, the 
fermentation of the yeast is toxic to the animal. 
An "excessive amount" to a Chihuahua will be different than 
that of a Great Dane. But if you can keep these foods away 
from your dog, then you don't have to worry about how much 
is too much. 
 
Now we get to subject of bones. Never give your dog cooked 
bones. They can easily splinter and get stuck in the dog's 
throat or digestive tract, requiring life-saving (and expensive) 
surgery. Raw, large joint bones are a much better alternative. 
The bones must be big enough that the dog can chew on 
them without swallowing them whole. Just remember to never 
leave a dog alone with one in case a big piece does chip off, 
and always inspect bones carefully for loose pieces. Also 
throw away any raw bones that have been sitting out past two 
days, as they can attract bacteria. 
 
If you think your dog has eaten something poisonous or has 
swallowed a large piece of bone, take your buddy to the vet 
at the first sign of distress. And if you are in doubt over 
whether something you're eating is safe to share with your 
dog, it's better to just keep it to yourself. That way, you'll 
know your friend will be around to beg another day. 
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CANINE EATING HAZARDS 



Dog Heaven on Earth    (Zoom in to see the photos better) 

Vermont Artist Stephen Huneck Pays Tender Tribute to Our Canine Companions 

Text by Steven M. L. Aronson/Photography by Billy Cunningham  

Published July 2009  

Designed by artist Stephen Huneck, the Dog Chapel, in St. Johnsbury, Vermont, is a place for ñpeople 

of any faithò to celebrate the spiritual connection they have with their dogs. The Greek Revival build-

ing is reminiscent of the areaôs 1820s country churches.  

Two of the chapelôs visitors exit the dog door at the entrance.  

In the foyer, guests encounter Huneck sculpturesðdogs and even a catðand an ever-growing 

ñremembrance wall.ò  

In the main room, the pews, like the stained glass, are modeled after the artistôs dogs. ñIt was his desire 

that while sitting one would feel protected, comforted by the gentle goldens,ò says Gwen Huneck, the 

artistôs wife. The walls are covered with more bereavement messages left by chapel visitors; next to a 

window hangs one of Huneckôs flying golden retrievers. 

 The building on the coupleôs property that houses the artistôs gallery has a 24-karat gold-leafed Labra-

dor retriever weathervane on its cupola.  

Past Huneckôs dog-head picket fence, Gwen Huneck and two of the coupleôs dogs enjoy a stroll along 

the road that winds to the studio.  


