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doing this, remember to
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that we ask them to do be-
cause they love us and

got a lot of good infor-  Qur classes are half way

over and are going very
HC. Thanks to Yosemite welll I am very pleased
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this event. Again,
thanks to Mary B.,
Cherie, JoAnn, Pat B.,
Pat & Fred and Jan &
Rocky, for making the
trip to Merced to make
this happen.

are spending three nights
a week on classes so
that the public and mem-
bers can attend these
classes and get the
training for their dogs
and themselves. Thanks
to all that make this hap-

then consider doing an-
other activity that they like.
This is about the dogs, not

ourselves.

Until next month,
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95372 I a.lSO hear that there pen. Just four more

will be some nice brags weeks, then we can take

www.stkc.org .
at the next meeting. a break for the holidays.

MEETINGS HELD ON THE
3RD MONDAY OF THE
MONTH AT THE
HUMANE SOCIETY OF
TUOLUMNE COUNTY
10040 VICTORIA WAY
JAMESTOWN, CA

This website is a database of missing ~ This website will give you an analysis
pets. For a minimum charge of $85  and rating of all dog and cat foods
they notify up to 500 neighbors of ~ manufactured in the US. It was a bit ¢
your pet being lost. The price goes up  hard to navigate around or find my
as you add neighbors. Seems like a  brand, but it is pretty comprehensive. 3
legitimate site. The website is; The website is;
www.findtoto.com www.dogfoodanalysis.com
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Next Meeting --
October 20, 2008
Location -
Humane Society of
Tuolumne County,
Conference Room
10040 Victoria Way,

Jamestown

Ways the Miss America
Pageant Would Be Different if
the Judges Were Dogs

10) Title revoked if old photographs
surface of the winner petting a cat

9) Put your money on the girl wear-
ing the sash made of baloney

8) New sniffing competition
7) Rambunctious Miss Ohio forced

to wear one of those big plastic
cones on head

6) Host Bob Barker torn to shreds by
pack of angry neutered judges

5) Winning talent? Throwing a stick

4) Pageant thrown into total chaos by
judge in heat

3) Miss Texas disqualified for stuffing
her evening gown with Gaines Burgers

2) Winner gets to drink out of toilet

1) Points taken off for mange

Dog Advice

If what you want lies buried, dig until you find it.

Human Advice:

The first thing to do, when you find yourself in a hole... is to stop digging.
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We had a small turnout at the
September meeting, but those
that were there got a treat of
B B Q& dtip, salads, fresh
grown grapes, and other great
items.

Some of the items which were
discussed were:

1 Responsible Dog Owners
Day - Sunday, 9/21.
JoAnn brought some
doggy sun catchers and
several members helped
put hanging strings on

il
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t hem.
children paint them at the
RDO..

We received a brochure
from the Fairgrounds on
the Holiday Dinner menu.

Bruce and Linda gave up-
dates on the AKC Big
Show. We have all the
judges lined up for 2009,
plus the majority of the
judges for 2010.

Linda also requested sug-
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the Big Show, and there was
some discussion on that sub-
ject.

The class attendee numbers
was announced and it was
noted that we are holding lots
of classes this year.

A full meeting report is listed on
our website at www.stkc.org
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If your pet attacked someone, you could owe tens of'Because of the death of Diane Whipple, there

thousands of dollars or more-- and your insurer
might not pay up. You could even land in jail.

By Liz Pulliam Weston

The Santa Rosa, Calif., case was horrifying: A 90-
pound American bulldog attacked a woman walking
her own dog to a school bus stop to meet her chil-
dren, biting off her nose.

The bulldog's owner insisted the animal had never
bitten anyone or even behaved aggressively the
previous times it had escaped from her yard. That
didn't do much to sway the judge

The owner was sentenced to four months in jail and
100 hours of community service.

The victim, who endured several surgeries to rebuild
her face, was later awarded $900,000 in a civil set-
tlement. Her husband and children were awarded
$33,000 each, for a total settlement of $1 million --
the upper limit of the dog owner's insurance policy.
Clearly, this was a severe case, both in the intensity
of the attack and in the consequences for everyone
concerned -- including the bulldog, which was
euthanized.

But all dog owners need to understand their potential
liability should their animal bite, maul or, heaven
forbid, kill someone. A single bite could cost you
tens of thousands of dollars -- a lawsuit hundreds of
thousands -- and your insurance coverage might not
apply. If the attack is especially serious, you could
even go to jail.

Consider:

Dog bites make up one-third of all homeowner
insurance liability claims, according to the Insurance
Information Institute, and cost insurers $356 million
in 2007.

The average cost of a dog-bite claim was $24,511 in
2007, the institute found. That's 11.5% more than
the year before and 28% more than in 2003.

More than 4.7 million people are bitten by dogs
annually, according to the national Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. Nearly a million of
them need medical attention. Some die. Last year,
32 people in the U.S. were killed by dogs, according
to Los Angeles attorney Kenneth Phillips, who
specializes in dog-bite cases.

A few fatal attacks receive national attention, such
as the case of a San Francisco woman killed outside
her apartment door in 2001 by her neighbors' two
Presa Canarios. The married attorneys who owned
the dogs were convicted of involuntary manslaugh-
ter, and the wife was additionally convicted of sec-
ond-degree murder.
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was a raising of consciousness" about the prob-
lem of vicious dogs, Phillips said. "That case
was so notorious. . . . Here are two people (the
dog owners) who supposedly have brains in
their heads, and they were so stupid when it
came to those dogs."

Prison sentences aren't the only sign that toler-
ance for biting dogs is waning. Some insurers
have reacted to the rising cost of dog-bite claims
by refusing to cover certain breeds. The ones
most often blacklisted include:

Pit bulls
Dobermans
Rottweilers

Akitas
Chows
Wolf hybrids

Other insurers provide coverage for all breeds,
but most change the rules once a dog has bitten
someone. Then the companies might demand a
higher premium or require the owner to sign a
waiver that excludes the dog from coverage,
leaving the owner uncovered in case of a dog-
bite claim or lawsuit.

Legal standards for owner liability also vary.
Some states have "one bite" laws that limit
liability for people whose animals bite someone
for the first time. Most hold owners responsible
for any damage their animals do, whether or not
there was a history of attacks or aggression.
And criminal charges, although relatively rare,
can be filed if an attack was particularly severe
and the owner is judged to have been unreasona-
bly careless or negligent.

In any case, your risk factor for lawsuits and
criminal charges increases if your dog has al-
ready bitten someone or has a history of behav-
ing aggressively. Unfortunately, many owners
of aggressive dogs are in denial about the risks
their animals pose.

Their dogs may have chased mail carriers, cor-
nered elderly neighbors and terrified every child
on the block, but the owners will insist their
Fidos wouldn't hurt a fly.

"I always see something in the dog's history that
was a warning sign," Phillips said. "Either the
dog owner does something that created the
circumstances that led to the attack, or plenty of
evidence of viciousness was presented to the
owner and they've chosen not to see it."

If this describes you, you need to snap out of it.
Yes, you love your dog, but you're failing to
understand the danger that aggressive animals
pose to your family, your neighbors and your
finances.
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Limit your liability

If you are or want to be a dog owner, here's what you
can do to limit your risk:

Research breeds before you buy. Yes, the owners of
many breeds blacklisted by insurers will insist their
animals are cream puffs, but you should understand
that some animals pose greater risks than others. Talk
with a trusted vet about which breeds are most appro-
priate for your family and lifestyle.

Be honest with your insurer. Not telling your insurer
you own a dog is a big risk. If the dog hurts someone,
you may not be covered, particularly if your breed is
blacklisted by that company. If your insurer doesn't
cover your animal, another might.

Do the right thing. Spaying or neutering does more
than ensure that more unwanted puppies aren't brought
into the world. It also dramatically reduces the chances
that a dog will bite.

Invest in some training. A dog needs to understand its
role in your family "pack." All kinds of behavioral
problems can result if it doesn't. Ask your vet for a list
of respected trainers or get a referral to a Certified
Applied Animal Behaviorist, who has specialized train-
ing in animal behavior.

Take sensible precautions. No dog, no matter how
docile, should be left alone with an infant or small
child. Keep your dog under tight control when intro-
ducing it to new people and new situations. Avoid
playing games, like tug of war, that encourage aggres-
sion. Throw a ball instead or take the dog for a walk on
a leash.

Get real. A dog that repeatedly snaps or lunges at peo-

ple isn't being "protective"; it's being aggressive. There
may be a medical cause, or the dog may need training,

or both. Don't make excuses. Make appointments with

your vet and a trainer.

Don't forget leashes and fences. Though they are not
mitigating factors in a lawsuit, spending a few dollars
on a leash -- or a few hundred on a good fence -- could
help prevent an attack in the first place.

Get adequate coverage. Most homeowners insurance
policies come with liability coverage that tops out at
$300,000. You'll probably want more. A $1 million
"umbrella," or personal liability, policy typically costs
about $300 a year and is a good investment if you're at
greater risk for lawsuits -- which, as a dog owner, you
are. If your net worth is close to or more than a million,
opt for even more coverage. A good rule of thumb is to
have liability coverage that's twice your net worth.

Published Sept. 4, 2008


http://articles.moneycentral.msn.com/Commentary/Experts/Weston/Liz_Pulliam_Weston.aspx
http://www.certifiedanimalbehaviorist.com/
http://www.certifiedanimalbehaviorist.com/

I may not have gone where I intended to go, but I think I have ended up where I needed to be.

Responsi bl e

OnSeptember safety around all dogs.

21,2008, the Sierra-Tuolumne The Yosemite Kennel Club Not to be outdone, the finale of the day

Kennel Club, Inc., the Yosemite o1 dinated the publicity was the Blessing of the Animals, by Fa-

Kennel Club and the Chihuahua — ,;64,0h the local newspaper, t her John of St. Pat
Club of Northern California radio and television, along Church.

joined up to host a Respons1ble with getting many of the other

Dog Owner 0s Daygmonsthatibhs Snd p?eé’erﬁa Food and beverages were available for

was held at the Merced County tions. purchase, and a few vendors were avail-
Fairgrounds, where our Annual able to shoppers.

Gold Rush Cluster has been held.

_ There was a K(i, ball demo,
Th € Responsi bl ey.Mg&q %ﬁt%r{w?dé:d Dick Rosebrock, DVM, provided a low-
Dgy is an AKC sponsqreq event, , police dog demonstration cost vaccination and microchip clinic
with Clubs and Organizations during the day.

hosting various events and activi-
ties throughout the month of Sep-
tember, all across the United
States. Clubs that contacted AKC
initially were given a starter pack-  Responsible Dog Ownership Day
age of publicity items, ideas, etc.

The event was directed at the local com-
AMERICAN _ munity and well-behaved leashed dogs
KENNEL CLUB' were allowed to attend. The Clubs pro-
vided free admission and parking, so a
family could come and spend a few hours
getting educated and informed on various
right around lunch time, and  breeds, without having to spend a lot of

The coordinator for STKC was

there were local updates on money on admission or parking.
Mary Barrett and she was able to o Dog park in Merced.
line up quite a few demonstra- The Club6ds want-ed t o
tions and testing areas for the day.  Tpe Chihuahua Club provided rounded education to the public to show
Some of the ones STKC spon- information on Toy Dogs. them the fun and rewarding things you

sored and supported were Agility Games, cont es tasdowith yolirbendog. t h e
demo and run-thrus, Obedience Breedo aisle and service dog

demonstration, and a Carting presentations were also avail-  Thank you to the following Club mem-

demo. Cherieos aﬁl@d'urllng tHe day emo .0 coming out and making this
run-thrus lasted for several event a great one:

hours. The carting demonstra-
tion was also a hit. Mary also

coordinated a Canine Good i Flyball Demonstration
Citizen testing opportunity, " i
with nine dogs and owners

Mary Barrett
Pat Barnes
Jan and Rocky Costa

passing the CGC test. Cherie Gessford
7 : o ek JoAnn Gritz
JoAnn Gritz headed up the o i i ¥ ,\{ » Pat and Fred Helmbold

Kidsd Korner,
area she set up for dog-related
crafts and important info about
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We have had a lull in the activities of setting up the to get more fAbang for the

Big Show in April, but dagshodsdnatout B taysis éasbetter thad dolmga v e n 6
been keeping focused! two day shows.

The Gold Rush Cluster now has ball point pens to One of the positions that is needed to be done at the

hand out to the exhibitors who purchase the show show is someone to walk around and make sure

catalog. Members of both Clubs have received a pen, things are safe for the exhibitor, judge, public. It can

and i f you havendt b e e nbedoneanuha dornivg)addmaybelateryon imtler e
handed out, just let Linda know. day. It is not a constant assignment,. No electrical

cords stretched across walkways, no tripping hazards,
After | ooking at AKCO6s svebbkli sepi ckethaspbgeinckihpt

that the previous Club, located in Las Vegas/ and it can be done while you are watching the breeds
Henderson, NV, which had been in competition with  being judged. And if you do find something that

us for the same date, has moved their show date to needs attention, let the show Committee and or the
the next weekend. This is great news to us!! It Fairgrounds know about it. Better to get it fixed/
means that the Southern California, and Arizona han-  repaired right away, than to have an accident! Please
dlers would more than likely travel to our show and step up and volunteer to do this important job. Most
then afterwards, travel up to the Sacramento/CalExpo  of us already have a full plate of other Show business
shows starting on Wednesday the next week. With and cano6t do it all

the cost of fuel these days, people are looking at ways

THE HOWLER i OCTOBER 2008 VOLUME 7 ISSUE 10



Sierra-Tuolumne Kennel Club, Inc.
PO Box 1256
Soulsbyville, CA 95372



