
Responsible Dog Owners Day 

September 19, 2009  

10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
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STKC will be hosting the first 
Responsible Dog Owner's Day 
to be held in Tuolumne County, 
on Saturday, September 19, 
2009.  We are working with the 
Humane Society of Tuolumne 

County and will have many events 
during the day at the Humane So-
ciety.  The times are 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m..  I f you can come down 
and help, please contact Mary Bar-
rett.   
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President½s Message . 
ten as may be re-

quired.   

 

Last set of classes will 

be starting on Septem-

ber 8th and 9th.  They 

will run through the 

end of October.  

 

Until next month, 

 

Bruce  

 

 

 
 

In January we have 

elections coming up.  

This year it will be 

for Board members. 

 

Start thinking about 

who you want to be 

responsible to guide 

this great Club in the 

coming years.  

 

Board members are 

elected for one year 

terms. 

 

We are working on 

the plans for the Big 

Show which will be 

held on April 8-11, 

2010.  Our days will 

be Saturday and 

Sunday, April 10 & 

11.  So since it is on 

a Saturday, more 

helpers may be able 

to come on down.   

 

Stay informed on 

legislative items and 

Mary Barrett has 

been great about 

keeping the members 

up to date.   Write 

the committee mem-

bers and your assem-

bly members as of-
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August Meeting Highlights 
Show and what is 

happening there, 

the Responsible 

Dog Ownerõs Day 

(more on that on 

Page 1),  the obe-

dience classes and 

of course brags.  

It was also voted on 

to provide addi-

tional monetary do-

nations to PetPAC 

and CDOC to help 

them continue to 

fight anti-dog legisla-

tion in California.    

We had a small 

showing of mem-

bers at this 

monthõs meeting, 

but we had great 

food!!  The meet-

ing agenda talked 

about the Big 
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Next Meeting --  

September 21,  2009  

Location -  

Humane Society of 

Tuolumne County, 

Conference Room  

10040 Victoria Way, 

Jamestown 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  2  3 4 5 

6 7 Labor Day  

8  

Agility - Class #1  

9         Class  #1  10  
11 Fred Helm-

bold Birthday  

12 Jan Costa 

Birthday  

13  14  
15     

Agility - Class #2  

16 Class  #2  17  18  
19 RDO Day  

Humane Society  

20  21  
22  

Agility - Class #3  

23 Class  #3  24  25  26  

27  28  
29    

Agility - Class #4  

30 Class  #4     

September 2009  
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Classes start on 
Tuesday,  

September 8, 
2009 for Agility, 
and Wednesday,  
September 9, for 
Obedience/Puppy/
Rally Classes 

 
Offered Classes  

 
Agility   
Puppy 
Rally 

Basic/CGC 
Member Fun Runs 

 

Because of their absence, 

we are in need of helpers 

for the classes, specifi-

cally the Basic/CGC 

classes.  If you can come 

out and help one or two 

nights, that would be 

great.   We donõt need 

to let our students down 

by not helping them 

learn with their dog.  
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This year we are going to 

really stick with the Gold 

Rush theme.  We  will 

offer gold coins in little 

òbank bagsó for all the 

winners  -  Best in Show, 

High in Trial, High Com-

bined, and the 1st in 

Group winners.  Our 

Juniors will be getting gift 

cards, since they are not 

allowed to receive cash. 

Since the same prizes are 

being offered all 4 days it 

really cuts down on the 

òshoppingó for items.  

We are also going to 

have some nice decora-

tions for the photo areas 

and the food areas.  Lots 

of good ideas are coming 

out and all of it will be paid 

for out of the Gold Rush 

Cluster account.   

Mary Barrett and Charlene 

Stormberg will be taking 

on the duties of Chief 

Obedience & Rally Chairs 

for each Club, which is the 

same as last year.  

Also, it was decided by the 

Clubs, so as to keep con-

sistency, that the Vendor 

Chair, the Parking Chair, 

and Security/Golf Carts 

will be handled by the 

same people as last year.  

Dave BooneñVendors, 

Bruce, Parking, Security & 

Golf Carts. 

Stay tuned as more items 

are announced.  

The applications for both 

Clubs for Obedience, Rally 

and Conformation have 

been sent  by AKC.   
 

Now we need to get the 

judges all put into their as-

signments.  To do, this 

Bruce and Linda met with 

Lynne Rosebrock and Deb 

Franklin (the show chairs 

for Yosemite Kennel Club) 

to start getting that job 

done.  
 

Well, trying to assign the 

judges is like trying to fig-

ure out a Rubikõs cube!  

Once you move one judge 

from a breed, it starts a 

domino effect on all the 

other judges.   

  GOLD RUSH CLUSTER» - April 8 -11,2010  

Class Info 
p.m.  Mary Barrett will 

be instructing the Basic 

class, with Cherie doing 

the intermediate.   Both 

Linda and Bruce will be 

gone to the Aussie Na-

tionals, followed by a 

herding camp in Kansas, 

so they will be unavail-

able for the whole fall set 

of classes.   

As of Monday, 8/17, we 

have approximately 19 

signed up for the Basic/

CGC class, 5 for Puppy 

class, and 3 for Rally.    

The Basic and Intermediate 

agility classes will be start-

ing on Tuesday, September 

8, 2009.  Basic will be from 

5:30 to 6:30, and the Inter-

mediate from 6:30 to 7:30 

Merced, here 

we come! 
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running at large during dog-to-dog 

aggression, aggression while pro-

tecting property and fear-based 

aggression. 

 

Grooming and veterinarian care 

or kennel incidents only made up 

about 2 percent of reported bites. 

 

Most happened at the dog's home, 

too, but dog-to-dog aggression 

also frequently occurred in public 

places. 

 

The majority of home bites were 

attributed to aggression while 

protecting property, with owners 

and family members frequently 

bitten while the dog was protect-

ing food or toys, compared to non

-family members being bitten 

when a dog was protecting its 

property. This made up 31 per-

cent of all non-relative bites in the 

home. 

 

Breakdown by breed 

 

Of the 188 different breeds in the 

survey, bites were reported from 

129,  

including "gentle" breeds like 

Golden Retrievers. At least 38 

percent came from mixed-breed 

dogs, the study notes. 

 

The five top breeds involved in 

bite incidents in the study, which 

aims  

to challenge breed bans for dogs 

like Pit Bulls, were Labrador Re-

trievers (13 percent), Pit Bulls (8.4 

Study:   Chihuahuas  

bite vets most;  

Lhaso Apsos inflict 

worst injuries  
 

Jul 1, 2009       

By: Rachael Whitcomb           

DVM NEWSMAGAZINE 

 

Lakewood, Colo. - Chihuahuas are 

most likely to bite veterinarians,  

Lhaso Apsos deliver one of the 

most severe bites, and about 40 

percent of all dog bites are deliv-

ered by mixed breeds. 

 

These and other dog-bite truths 

are unveiled in a new study two 

years in  the making that analyzes 

what kind of dogs bite and why. 

 

The Coalition for Living Safely with 

Dogs and the Colorado Veterinary 

Medical Association released their 

study in May during National Dog 

Bite Prevention Week, and the re-

sults shed light on how likely a dog 

is to bite, a factor that may be per-

tinent to breed-specific legislation 

in some states and cities. 

 

The study concludes that all dogs 

will bite, and that circumstances 

under which the bite occurred are 

more indicative than the breed. 

 

Running at large was the leading 

circumstance under which dog 

bites occurred, but about half of 

bites happened while a dog was 

percent), German Shepherds 

(7.8 percent), Rottweilers (3.9 

percent) and Chow-Chows 

(3.5 percent). 

 

Bites involving children brought 

similar results, with Labrador  

Retrievers responsible for 15.6 

percent, Pit Bulls for 7.5 per-

cent, German Shepherds for 

6.8 percent, Smooth-Coated 

Chihuahuas for 4.2 percent and 

Rottweilers for 4.1 percent. 

 

The severity of injuries by 

breed differs greatly, however, 

with American Bulldogs, Dal-

matians, Standard Dachshunds, 

English Bulldogs and Lhasa Ap-

sos delivering the most severe 

injuries. 

 

The reasons for attacks also 

varied by breeds, with Labrador 

Retrievers  

most likely to bite when run-

ning at large or during posses-

sive aggression. Pit Bulls were 

most likely to bite while run-

ning at large or during dog-on-

dog aggression, and German 

Shepherds bit most often while 

running at large or protecting 

their property. 

 

Other breeds, like Golden Re-

trievers and Border Collies, 

were more  

likely to bite while protecting 

property, play biting or being 

left unsupervised with the vic-

T H E  H O W L E R ðS E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 9  V O L U M E  8   I S S U E  9  
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tim. But Smooth-Coated Chi-

huahuas were by far the most 

likely to bite during a groom-

ing, kennel or veterinary visit, 

followed by Australian Shep-

herds and Siberian Huskies. 

 

Whether the dogs were spayed 

or neutered had little effect on 

the study findings, except that 

intact dogs at large are more 

likely to bite, and play biting 

also is more frequent. But 

younger dogs and male dogs 

are more likely to bite overall, 

and their bites are usually 

more severe  

than a female's bite. 

 

Other age-specific revelations 

were that puppies bite most 

when playing, adolescent dogs 

while running at large and 

older dogs while protecting 

property. 

 

On the human end, dogs are 

more likely to bite human 

males than females, and bites in 

children usually are less severe 

than adult bites. 

 

Children are most often bitten 

while left unsupervised with a 

dog, provoking a dog or as a 

result of play bites, while adults 

are more often bitten by an at-

large dog, a dog protecting its 

property, dog-to-dog aggres-

sion or dominance-based ag-

gression. 

 

The study compiled the results of 

more than 2,000 surveys from 17 

of Colorado's 134 animal-control 

organizations from June 2007 to 

June 2008. 

 

Of the estimated 226,152 dogs in 

the jurisdictions, about 2,000, or 

0.28 percent, of the dogs were 

reported to have bitten someone. 

Assuming data from a 1997 study 

of dog bites in Pittsburgh that 

found only 6.2 percent of bites 

were reported to animal control, 

and considering the Colorado hu-

man population of nearly 5 million, 

the study estimates that there are 

about 74,000 overall bites in Colo-

rado during the study year. 

 

Informed speculation 

 

The coalition notes that, without a 

statewide census of the number 

and breed types of dogs in Colo-

rado, as well as participation from 

every animal-control group in the 

state, some of the results don't 

offer true data but only enough 

information for informed specula-

tion. 

 

For instance, there may be some 

disparity in reports regarding 

breed  

types in the study since it indicates 

it's very likely that bites from large 

dogs are more often reported 

than bites from small dogs, ac-

cording to the coalition. 

 

"Because of this, the percentages of bites 

from large breeds will be  

overestimated and the percentages of 

bites from small breeds will be  

underestimated," according to the study. 

 

Along with the study, the coalition offers 

advice for preventing dog  

bites, saying that dog owners need to be 

responsible for their pets and  

that children should be taught to interact 

with dogs and not be left  

unattended with them. 

 

The study showed that certain breeds are 

more likely to bite under certain circum-

stances, but emphasized that any dog will 

bite in certain situations, though most of-

ten because of factors determined or 

caused by the victim. 

 

The full study can be viewed online at  

http://www.livingsafelywithdogs.org/.  

<http://www.livingsafelywithdogs.org/> 

 

http://veterinarynews.dvm360.com/dvm/

Working+with+patients+-+technicians/

Study-Chihuahuas-bite-vets-most-Lhaso-

Apsos-inflic/ArticleStandard/Article/

detail/613820?

contextCategoryId=204&ref=25  

< 
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Sierra-Tuolumne Kennel Club, Inc. 
PO Box 1256 
Soulsbyville, CA  95372 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Responsible Dog 
Owner½s Day -  

Humane Society 
September 19 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m., 


