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J a m e s t o w n ,  CA  

recently con-

tacted the Club 

asking for a report on the 

Compliance items which 

need to be met before a 

show can be held.  I was 

very pleased to see how 

much our Club does for 

the dog community in one 

year.  

 

This is just a recap of what 

we accomplished in 2008: 

 

1 Conformation class 

4 CGC/Basic classes 

4 Puppy Classes 

4 Rally Classes 

2 Intermediate obedience 

classes 

2 Agility Classes 

 

We also had the Responsi-

ble Dog Owners Day, held 

a New Exhibitor Briefing 

at the April 2008 show, 

have the Canine Ambassa-

dor Program that JoAnn 

coordinates, along with a 

presentation she did at one 

of the meetings. 

 

All in all, this is a vivid 

indication of how much 

we have given back to the 

local dog community.  

Every time we meet a new 

dog owner in our classes, 

we provide them with edu-

cation,  which makes them 

and their dog better citi-

zens in the community. 

 

We will be having our 

third set of obedience/rally 

and puppy classes starting 

up on May 13th.  After this 

session, we will take a 

break for the summer, and 

start up our final sessions 

in September.   

 

It appears that our registra-

tion numbers for the 

classes are continuing to 

remain pretty steady with a 

few of the classes reaching 

the maximum allowed per 

instructor.   

 

Speaking of education, 

there is a lot of activity on 

the internet, and not so 

much on the news, about 

the legislation that is hit-

ting each and every state in 

the Nation.  Most are spay/

neuter bills for puppies at 

4 months of age.  Some are 

limitations on the numbers 

of dogs you may own.  

Many of these bills are 

poorly written and trying 
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The HowlerThe Howler  
to be pushed through the 

legislative process by Ani-

mal Rights Groups such as 

the Humane Society of the 

United States (HSUS), 

and the People for the 

Ethical Treatment of Ani-

mals (PETA).   
 

Although some of the bills 

may have some validity 

(such as limiting the num-

ber of breeding females at 

one location), they are still 

poorly written and should 

not be passed.   Another 

bill that is trying to pass 

through the legislature 

disallows any non-native 

species to be in the state.  

That means no exotic 

birds, such as Emus, no 

reptiles, no exotic mam-

mals, etc.   

 

So, please read the pend-

ing bills when the emails 

come to you, and become 

educated on what they 

actually will regulate, 

since most will surely af-

fect each and every one of 

us in one way or another.   

 

Until next month,  

 

Bruce   

AKC 
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The May meeting will The May meeting will 

be held on the 16th, be held on the 16th, 

at 6:00 p.m.  The at 6:00 p.m.  The 

location is the location is the 

Humane Society of Humane Society of 

Tuolumne County’s Tuolumne County’s 

Conference Room, Conference Room, 

JamestownJamestown.  

  

  

Class Updates Class Updates Class Updates    

April Meeting HighlightsApril Meeting Highlights  
Our April meeting was held at 

the Humane Society and we dis-

cussed  the events of  the Big 

Show.  There was a round robin 

discussion from those Committee 

members present about their 

committee at the Show.  The fi-

nal financial breakdown is not 

yet prepared since we do no yet 

have a final billing from the 

Merced Fairgrounds, but mak-

ing assumptions on that, it is 

close to what we made last 

year.  We had a lot of  good 

brags that were shared.  And 

we also welcomed back Pat 

Barnes who recently had sur-

gery.    

We started a Basic Agility class on Tuesday, 

April 21st.  After a year of having no classes, 

we have 13 students.  Bruce and Linda are 

instructing the class.  We have a wide variety 

of sizes, ages and breeds of the dogs in the 

class, making it very fun and  interesting.  

 

Cherie has once again offered a “Games” 

class for the agility addicts.  She has six in her 

class and several are competing or planning 

on competing.  This class provides the stu-

dents with the rules and some of the strategy 

involved in the various classes classified as 

“Games” in some agility venues. 

 

In Obedience , Puppy and Rally, we will be 

graduating on Wednesday, May 6th.  We have 

had several of the classes indoors this session 

due to the cooler weather and we are hoping 

to finish up  this session outdoors.   

 

Jan and Rocky will provide the BBQ hot dogs 

and sodas/water at the graduation.  We always 

need helpers that night to be a “crowd”, help 

with the paperwork, and all the other jobs that 

are needed to be filled at graduation.   

 

The next session of Obedience, Rally and 

Puppy classes start on Wednesday, May 13th.  

We do not take a break between this class and 

the previous one so that we can finish up be-

fore the hot weather really sets in.  Even 

though, we do have a week with no class (June 

24th) because of the Mother Lode Fair behind 

held that weekend.   

 

After this next session, which is the 3rd in the 

year, we start up again in September and go 

through the end of October.  It seems like we 

were just planning our class dates for 2009, and 

here we are almost through with 1/2 the year.  

 

The 2010 session dates and instructors have 

now been determined.  There may be some 

variances as issues arise, but these is what the 

plan is:  

 

January 6 to February 24 

March 10 to April 28 (no break for Big Show) 

May 12 to July 7  

(one week break on June 23 f 

or the Mother Lode Fair). 

September 1 to October 20. 

 

We are trying to determine who will be in-

structing which classes and where we will have 

absences due to vacations, etc.   More will be 

posted on that once it is somewhat finalized.  
 

 

 
 
 

The 2010 
class dates 
have been  

determined. 
 
 

P a g e  P a g e  22   
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I Rescued a Human Today  

   Her eyes met mine as she walked down the corri-
dor peering apprehensively into the kennels. 

    I felt her need instantly and knew I had to help 
her. 

    I wagged my tail, not too exuberantly, so she 
wouldn't be afraid.  As she stopped at my kennel I 
blocked her view from a little accident I had in   the 
back of my cage.  I didn't want her to know that I 
hadn't been walked today.  Sometimes the over-
worked shelter keepers get too busy and I didn't 
want her to think poorly of them. 

    As she read my kennel card I hoped that she 
wouldn't feel sad about my past.  I only have the 
future to look forward to and want to make a dif-
ference in someone's life. 

    She got down on her knees and made little kissy 
sounds at me.  I shoved my shoulder and side of 
my head up against the bars to comfort her.  Gen-
tle fingertips caressed my neck; she was desperate 
for companionship.  A tear fell down her cheek and 
I raised my paw to assure her that all would be 
well.  Soon my kennel door opened and her smile 
was so bright that I instantly jumped into her arms. 

    I would promise to keep her safe. 
    I would promise to always be by her side. 
    I would promise to do everything I could to see 
that radiant smile and sparkle in her eyes. 

    I was so fortunate that she came down my corri-
dor.  So many more are out there who haven't 
walked the corridors.  So many more to be 
saved.  At least I could save one. 

    I rescued a human today.  

 

 

BANGKOK (Reuters Life!) - A young Thai 
jewelry designer has crafted a tiara worth 
$4.2 million for his pet dog, using precious 
stones given to him by his mother. 

Riwin Jirapolsek, who showcased the tiara 
at a dog show in Bangkok recently, said 
he wanted to make something special for 
Kanune, his 15-year-old male Maltese. 

He took almost two months to finish the 
piece, which is made from titanium en-
crusted with 250-carats of emeralds and 
diamonds. 

Jirapolsek said he has no plans to sell the 
tiara, and now wants to create a jeweled 
hair clip for his beloved canine. 

"I will make a hair clip next time because 
my dog has to wear clips everyday other-
wise its fur will block its view," he told 
Reuters Television. "It may be decorated 
with jewels." 

Despite the global economic crisis cutting 
into people's expenditure, the Bangkok 
dog show saw several canine lovers 
dressing up their pets in elaborate cos-
tumes and accessories and participating 
in events. 

Dog gets his day, 

and  

$4.2 million  

designer tiara 

javascript:launchArticleSlideshow();
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#10 Australian Cattle Dog  
Yes, that Australian Cattle Dog from Down Under. A 

working dog that is traditionally occupied with control-

ling and herding cattle, its qualities are exceptional intel-

ligence, alertness, resourcefulness, and a fiercely protec-

tive loyalty over its property and people. They are agile, 

strong, active dogs, both physically and mentally, which 

revel in new experiences. The flip side is that they bore 

easily and will unintentionally find trouble while looking 

for activities to occupy themselves with. The Cattle Dog 

is very organized; many are known for putting their own 

toys away after playing. 

 

#9 Rottweiler  
Another herding dog, the Rottweiler began in Germany 

as a true work companion. They are still primarily used 

for work as guard dogs and as police dogs. They are well 

known for their stoicism, keen perception, courage, and 

unflagging loyalty. They make an excellent addition to 

the family. 

 

#8 Papillon  
This deceptively cute, butterfly-eared dog is smarter, 

tougher, and stronger than it appears (it’s like the bionic 

dog). Often described as big dogs in little bodies, they 

have the athletic stamina to keep up on long walks, and 

the bravura of a canine ten times its size. The Papillon is 

a true companion and watchdog. Although they can be 

ferociously protective over what belongs to them, their 

keen intelligence makes it possible to take them any-

where. Let’s not forget they can be litter trained, a big 

plus. 

 

#7 Labrador Retriever  
The Lab, as it is affectionately called, is the most popular 

breed chosen by families. Another member of the work-

ing class of dogs, the Lab is best known for its intelli-

gence, affection, patience, and gentility, making them 

perfect companions for households with kids. They are 

easily trained, and, in fact, are one of the top dogs chosen 

for search and rescue, assisting the disabled, and police 

work. They are also known to self-train, observing be-

haviors in humans and repeating them—a great asset in 

emergency situations. 

 

#6 Shetland Sheepdog  
Another herding dog, the Shetland takes this ability into the 

home, showing the same commitment and protectiveness 

over its human “herd” as the farm raised version does. 

Highly intelligent, the Sheltie handles life with great effi-

ciency and diligence, learning new commands with little 

repetition, and making sure that all of the family is safe, 

sound, and in place. They show great devotion to their 

families, and are happy to live just about anywhere. 

 

#5 Doberman Pinscher  
Due to an inborn fearlessness and deep stamina, the Dober-

man is one of the most popular of guard dogs. Smart and 

assertive, they can easily be trained for dominance or docil-

ity. Because of their past as war and police dogs, they may 

appear fearsome, but they are actually quite gentle. Their 

loyalty and acuity make Doberman’s great additions to the 

family. 

 

#4 Golden Retriever  
A very affectionate and popular breed, the Golden Re-

triever is highly regarded for its intelligence. They can 

learn well over 200 commands, making them indispensable 

companions, both in the home and in the workplace. Loyal, 

loving, and patient, with a willingness to please and a love 

of learning, this is a fabulous companion pet to bring into 

your family. 

 

#3 German Shepherd  
The German Shepherd was originally bred specifically for 

intelligence. Smart, courageous, and protective, the Shep-

herd is one of the most dependable of companions. They 

learn tasks after only a few repetitions, and obey first com-

mands nearly always the first time it is given. They are ea-

ger to learn new tasks, as this gives them direction and pur-

pose—very important for a Shepherd. Besides being used 

for herding animals, they are often used as guard dogs, po-

lice dogs, search-and-rescue dogs, and have even been 

trained by the military for parachute jumps. 

 

#2 Poodle  
Easily trainable, steadfast, and sharp-minded, Poodles 

flourish in human company. Even with the frou-frou hair-

dos, Poodles are sometimes made to endure and can be 

quite effective as guard dogs, especially the standard sized 

Poodles. In fact, the “poodle clip,” was created specifically 

for the working Poodle, so that it could swim more effec-

tively, while still having fur to protect its organs as it went 

about the business of hunting and retrieving. The Poodle 

excels at training and obedience, and also loves creative 

play time. This is what made them so popular as circus per-

formers. But, this can be a drawback as well. If left alone to 

Top 10 Smartest Dogs    
¹  Or so they say... 

http://www.petmd.com/dog/breeds/c_dg_rottweiler
http://www.petmd.com/dog/breeds/c_dg_labrador_retriever
http://www.petmd.com/dog/breeds/c_dg_doberman_pinscher
http://www.petmd.com/dog/breeds/c_dg_doberman_pinscher
http://www.petmd.com/dog/breeds/c_dg_golden_retriever
http://www.petmd.com/dog/breeds/c_dg_golden_retriever
http://www.petmd.com/dog/breeds/c_dg_german_shepherd


V o l u m e  8   I s s u e  5  T h e  H o w l e r — M a y  2 0 0 9  

ºGol d Rush Cl ust er » -  
We survived the weekend and had  lots of great com-
pliments on our decorations, our hospitality, our 
food, our show site, everything. 
 
Plans have already begun for the 2010 Shows when 
Sierra-Tuolumne will be hosting the shows on Satur-
day and Sunday.   
 
Our entries were down on our two days this year, but 
over the 4 days, we were up about 70 dogs.  Our RV 
reservations were up quite a bit from previous years, 
ǘƻƻΦ  !ƴȅǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ άǳǇέ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
doing great!! 
 

 May 2009  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 

Session #3 

Class #1 
14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 

Class #2 
21 22 23 

24 25 

Memorial Day 

26 27 

Class #2 
28 29 30 

31       
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No Member½s Birthdays this month 

boredom, Poodles can be creative about finding ways to 

amuse themselves, sometimes finding trouble along the 

way. 

 

#1 Border Collie  
The Border Collie comes in at number one. Because of 

their extraordinary intelligence and high energy, it is es-

sential to give Border Collies an occupation or purpose, 

or you may well find your home wrecked upon your re-

turn from a long day at work. They have an intense con-

nection with humans, making them ideal work and home 

companions. However, keep this in mind: Border Collies 

invariably will not do well unless they are with people 

who are as high energy as they are; they do best with hu-

mans who can participate in dog sports with them. Also, 

because of their background as herding dogs, they may 

be frustrated by small children, as their inability to herd 

the children as they deem fit is confounded. For the right 

human, the Border Collie is well behaved, exceptionally 

good at learning, and a true-blue companion. 
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