
We have begun our new se-
ries of Obedience classes and 
we started out with a bang!   
 
Thank you to all of the in-
structors and assistants and 
the helpers who work the 
first and last night for sign 
ups and graduation.   
   
A new Student database has 
been developed that will 
track all students who take 
our classes.  This will enable 
us to look up information 
about a specific dog/handler 
team in one area, instead of 
the individual instructors’ 
listings.   
 
Our STKC.org website is be-
ing updated and should be 
online in the coming months.  
In the meantime, the present 
website has been modified a 
little bit in preparation of be-
ing moved over.  
 
Flyers for the March classes 
have already been mailed out,  
so we are already looking for-
ward to the next session.  If 
the weather cooperates, we 
will be outdoors. If not, we 
will have the classes in the 
Manzanita Building.   

Remember, that STKC will have 
several events during 2009 — 
The Big Show, part of the 
“Gold Rush Cluster” in April, 
and the Responsible Dog 
Owner Day in September in 
conjunction with Yosemite 
Kennel Club and The Northern 
California Chihuahua Club.  
 
We also will be offering four 
sessions of dog obedience, 
puppy and Rally classes; two 
or three sessions of agility, and 
possibly a few sessions of In-
termediate obedience, interme-
diate agility and conformation 
classes.  We also do the Canine 
Good Citizen testing four 
times a year.   
 
This is a huge amount of work 
for a Club as small as ours, but 
all of our members should be 
congratulated for all of their 
hard work.  We couldn’t be a 
Club without you!!  Until next 
month, 
 
Happy heeling, 
 

Bruce 
 
 

A  word  from  Bruce…. 
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the 3rd Monday of  
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Tuolumne County  

10040 Victor ia  Way  
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The February meeting 

will be held on the 

16th, at 6:00 p.m.  

The location is the 

Humane Society of 

Tuolumne Countyõs 

Conference Room, 

Jamestown.  

  

  

Class News Class News Class News    

January Meeting HighlightsJanuary Meeting Highlights  
Voting on the new Board of Directors and Officers 

took place at this month's meeting.   

And the results are:  

President ˿Bruce Bertholf  

Vice President ˿Mary Barrett  

Secretary ˿Linda Grant  

Treasurer ˿Jan Costa 

Board of Directors  

Rocky Costa  

Cherie Gessford  

Other items discussed are covered in this issue of 

the Howler.  

Here are some interesting figures from the 

last seven years regarding the number of 

students that have signed up for the Basic/

Canine Good Citizen classes.  Although not 

every single dog/handler team finished the 

classes, it does show that we are reaching 

out to the local community:  
This is an average of 32 dogs per January ses-

sion! 

Our January 2009 classes have now started on 

Wednesday evenings at the Mother Lode Fair-

grounds.  The classes are being held indoors at 

the Manzanita Building.   

In the Basic/Canine Good Citizen class, we 

have 33 dog handler/teams signed up.    

 

 Some of the breeds in this class are a Shih 

Tzu, Min Pin, Labrador, Golden Retriever, Min

-Doxie, Staffordshire Bull Terrier, Border Col-

lie, Bernese Mtn Dog, Pembroke Corgi, so it is 

a wide variety 

 

In the Puppy class, we have 10 dog handler/

teams signed up.    

 

 Some of the breeds in this class are: Cairn 

Terrier, Labrador, Aussie mix,  

 

In the Rally class, we have 9 dog handler/teams 

signed up.    

 

 Some of the breeds in the class are German 

Shepherd, Border Collie, Dachshund, and Aus-

sie 

 

In the Intermediate Obedience class, we have 4 

dog handler/teams signed up.    

 

 The breeds in this class are two Aussies, 

Rat Terrier and Labrador Mix.  

  

 
Over a 

seven year 
period, our 

class  
enrollment  
averaged  
32 dog/
handler 

teams  
in the  

January  
Basic/

CGC class.    

Month and Year Total signed up 

January 2003 34 

January 2004 22 

January 2005 49 

January 2006 33 

January 2007 33 

January 2008 19 

January 2009 33 
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Membership Tid -Bits  

18 Individual Members  

10 are Retired 

8 are Employed 

13 are Female 

5 are Male 

8 Single Memberships 

5 Family Memberships 

$200-$300 

¶ Pet health insurance: $250-$550 

¶ Grooming: $200 

¶ Boarding (7 days): $140 to $420 

Total annual costs: $1,090 to $1,945 

Sources include the American Kennel 

Club, the American Society for the Pre-

vention of Cruelty to Animals, North 

Shore Animal League America and 

PetSmart.com. 

 
(I donôt know about you, but I spend a whole lot more 

than that per year on the dogs!) 
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Here's a breakdown of expenses new dog 

owners should anticipate. 

Approximate one-time costs: 

¶ Purchase from a breeder: $800-$2,000 

¶ Adopt from a shelter or rescue group: 

$100-$250 

¶ Training crate: $50 to $150 

¶ Bowls, leash, toys and accessories: 

$35-$50 

¶ Carrier for small dogs: $45 

¶ Hammock or vehicle harness for lar-

ger dogs: $25 to $50 

¶ License: $10 to $20 

¶ Training class: $150 

¶ Microchip implant: $50, plus $20 to 

activate 

Total one-time costs: $1,285 to $2,785 

Approximate annual costs: 

¶ Food: $225 to $400 

¶ Treats, toys, accessories: $75 

¶ Veterinary care (non-emergency): 

The Costs of Canine CompanionshipThe Costs of Canine Companionship  
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ñGold Rush Clusterò - April 2 - 5  

www.goldrushcluster.com 

Well, we are now about 2 months before the 
entries close for the Big Show (noon on March 
18th). 
 
We have all of our judges lined up, the hotel ar-
rangements have been completed, the trophies 
are in the process of being completed or are 
completed.   
 
We are having a Raffle again this year, with 
proceeds being split possibly between PetPAC 
and CDOC.  Two big-ticket items will be pur-
chased to entice ticket salesðYKC will pur-
chase a GPS unit, and STKC has purchased a 
Booster Bath.  
   
The Premium List is scheduled to be mailed/
posted on Wednesday, February 4, 2009.   

February 2009 
S U N M O N T U E W E D T H U F R I  S A T 

1 2 3 4  
Obedience 

Week #5  

5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 
Obedience 

Week #6  

12 13 
Leslie 

McCulloch 

Birthday  

14   

St. Valentineõs  

Day  

15 16 17 18 
Pat Barnes 

Birthday  

19 20 21 
Sydney Seiver 

Birthday  

22 23 24 25  

Obedience  

Graduation!  

26 27 28 

ÖGod gives you one good 

dog in your life. What you 

do with the rest is your 

own damn fault× 
 

Author unknown 
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(note:  I was contacted by Judy Warren prior to our 2008 

AKC Show in Merced.  She planned to attend the Show 

with her students and use the Show as Lesson #1 in their 

training program.)  

 

Merced, CA, USA (KFSN) -- A Merced County 

woman is changing the lives of troubled teens 

and helping the disabled at the same time. But 

the program she founded is facing an uncertain 

future. Now she's hoping someone in the com-

munity can offer a solution. 

These playful puppies and affectionate dogs are 

more than just man's best friend; Judy Warren 

said they're the key to connecting with troubled 

teens. "The last program was a 6 month pro-

gram. The kids on a scale of 1-10 came in with a 

1, attitudes, rolling eyes, problems, bad grades, 

and went from a 1 to a 10." 

Warren has been training dogs for more than 

four decades, but this is just the second time 

she's invited at risk high school students to help 

her prepare the pups to be service dogs for the 

disabled. 

Many of the students in the first Canine Acad-

emy class came from abusive homes. One even 

witnessed her own sister's violent death. But 

Warren said they all learned unconditional love 

and important life skills from working with the 

dogs and now she's hoping her second class will 

learn the same. 

 

Erica Orrantia said her social worker signed her 

up for the program while she was in foster care, 

and it's already making an impact. "You have to 

learn how to communicate with them, get to 

know them, form a bond." 

But despite the success stories, the program's 

Uncertain Future for the  

 California Canine Academy  

Corn Casserole Recipe 

Serves 12 
 

Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees.   
Butter a 9” x13” casserole dish.   
 
Ingredients: 
 
2 eggs, beaten 
1 cup sour cream 
1/2 cup butter, melted (1 stick) 
15.5 or 16 oz can of kernel corn, undrained 
15.5 or 16 oz can of cream-style corn 
8 ounce corn bread and muffin mix, dry 
Optional—chopped green chilis 
 
Mix and pour all items into the casserole.  
Bake, uncovered, for about 45 minutes or 
until firm.  
 

future is now in jeopardy. "I was 

told that the landlord wants to make this into an 

area for tractors and for the new almonds he just 

put up, so we have to go." 

Now warren is hoping to find at least 20-acres 

on the outskirts of Merced so she can keep the 

academy alive and continue making an impact 

on the community. "Changing teenagers, helping 

the disabled, and having the program is, I can't 

even put words to it because it is so fantastic. It 

is my life. It is everything." 

Warren said she has access to grant money to 

pay for a new facility, but she needs to find the 

new location before the end of February. 

 

- extracted from KFSN-TV, Fresno, CAð

January 18, 2009 
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Sierra-Tuolumne Kennel Club, Inc. 
PO Box 1256 
Soulsbyville, CA  95372 
 

 

Your February 

Issue of 

 sM^[Aemb[ht  

has arrived! 


